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Punjab (12) In the Punjab the Chamars show an absolute in-
crease but the rate of increase is slower than the
general rate.

(13) The Chuhras or Balmikis show an absolute decline.
Some of the causes that have contributed to the apparently
slow growth or decline of certain important depressed castes of
Bihar, Bengal and the Punjab are conversion to another religion,
failure to return any caste, giving a wrong caste, usually one
higher in the social scaje. In the Punjab, where the fickleness of
the Chamars and Balmikis in the matter of religion is proverbial,
the apparently slow growth or decline of these castes can be ex-
plained by conversion to another religion. It may be mentioned
that conversion movements have been particularly strong in this
province. These causes do .-not, however, offer a very satisfac-
tory explanation for the slow growth or decline of certain de-
pressed castes in Bihar and Bengal. No important conversion
movements resembling those of the Punjab in their magnitude
were reported in these provinces. And be it remembered that
these causes, if they were effective at all, were operating in the
U. P. too, where most of the important depressed castes showed
not only an absolute increase but a rate of increase greater than
that of the general population. Probably the slow growth of
some castes and the decline of others in Bengal and Bihar is a
real one and is not due to errors in enumeration.1

1 In Appendix IV are given the 1931 and 1941 population figures
for the few castes for which information is available in Table 14 of the
1941 Census Report, Vol. I. The majority of the castes appearing in this
Appendix have registered a net decrease during the period 1931-41; the
others have* mostly increased at a rate slower than the general rate. The
decrease in numbers shown by some of the castes (Agariya, Bahelia, Tharu,
etc.) is^very large and might be due, to a certain extent, to * errors in
enumeration'.